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OVERVIEW

Photos by CESESMA, featuring young researchers in Nicaragua, 

2007-2015, taken and reproduced with permission of CESESMA 

and the young researchers featured.
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1. The many, evolving roles of children in research

Mary Kellett was founder and 

Director of the Childrenõs 

Research Centre at the Open 

University in the UK. She 

identified four types of 

research involving children in 

the research literature:

Ç Research ON children;

Ç Research ABOUT children;

Ç Research WITH children;

Ç Research BY children.

(Kellett, 2010) 3
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Child labour on coffee

plantations

The struggle for the right to education

From 2001-2012, I lived and worked in Nicaragua, central America

5

2. Learning from the experiences of 

child researchers in Nicaragua

5
(Shier, 2014, 2022a)

CESESMA, the Centre for Education in 
Health and Environment

CESESMAõsoffice in the town of San Ramón 

ðbought and renovated with support from

the Irish Government through Irish Aid.

(SeeShier, 2010)

The CESESMA team in 2010.

A local voluntary organisation based 

in San Ramón, Nicaragua. 
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(CESESMA/ 

Universityof

the North of

Nicaragua 

2010)
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Research projects WITH children and BY children:

Working with children as research 

partners (co-researchers)

Supporting children as 

autonomous researchers

How children and young people 

influence public policy in Nicaragua

(Transformative 

Researchers from 

Yúcul, Monte 

Grande and Cerro 

Grande, 2012)

We want to live without 

violence

Adults and children collaborated to 

analyse four case studies of 

experiences where children and 

young peopleõs direct influence on 

public policy was clearly 

documented and attested by public 

officials.
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Research WITH children: How children and young 

people influence public policy in Nicaragua
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We selected four contrasting case studies, from different parts of the country:

La Dalia

San Carlos

Ciudad Sandino

Granada

Children and young people from 

Ciudad Sandino, an urban area on the 

edge of the capital, told us about 

their campaign to increase investment 

in children and youth in their district.

Children and young people from La Dalia 

in the heart of the northern coffee -

growing zone told us about their role in 

helping to draw up a new Municipal 

Education Development Plan in 2007-08.

Children and young people from the old 

colonial city of Granada told us about 

their role in helping to create a 

municipal agenda for children and youth 

and get it adopted by the city council.

Children and young people from 

remote San Carlos near the southern 

border told us about participating in 

the districtõs first Municipal Childrenõs 

Forum, and getting a policy commit -

ment from mayoral candidates in the 

2008 local elections.
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We investigated these four case 

studies through:

1. Interviewing at least one key 

decision-maker (e.g. town mayor, 

senior education ministry officials) 

in the four local authorities, in 

order to confirm beyond doubt 

that the authorityõs public policy 

decisions were influenced by the 

young peopleõs proposals.

2. Focus groups with children and 

young people who had 

participated in the experience.

3. Focus groups with adult 

professionals who had helped 

facilitate the processes.
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