The Young Consultants
Of Santa Martha

COffee plantation
investigate the problem
Of violence
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In the last workshop we went to the CESESMA office in San
Ramaén to put together our final report.

We practised the
presentation we were
going to do in
Managua with the
computer and
projector. Each of us
took a turn to practise
our part using the
microphone. Then we
made plans for the
journey to Managua.

We had lunchin
Matagalpa town.
We arrived in
Managua in the
afternoon and
went to look at the
Crowne Plaza
Convention
Centre where we
were going to
make our
presentation the
next day. We had
dinner and slept in
a hotel

The day of the journey we met in Santa Martha.
Richard, the driver, took us as far as La Praga in
the pick-up truck. There we changed to the minbus.

The next morning we got up and
had breakfast.

We did our presentation; each one
took the microphone to read their part.
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presented
three ques-
tions on cards
to the Minister
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Here we are, reading our parts about violence

We slept another
night in the hotel in
Managua and the
next day we went
home to Santa
Martha.

A couple of weeks
later we had an
evaluation meeting
to think about the
experience. Here are
our reflections about
the experience of
being Consultants.

What did we learn from the experience?

We learnt to do things that
adults do, like being
Consultants. We learnt to
speak in public without being
embarrassed. We learnt how
we can all help to reduce
violence, and who we can turn
to for help. We learnt that we
are all equal: nobody is bigger
than me. And we learnt about
how people live in the capital,
for example eating with knives
and forks.

What would we say to those
adults who say that children
can’'t be Consultants because
they don’t know anything and
will be manipulated by the
adults?

We would tell them they are very
much mistaken, because we can
too. They should stop abusing their
power and give us the space. Put
us to the test and they’'ll see if we
can or not.

We closed off the side doors so when the adults
left the conference hall they saw the commitments
they had made in writing.

Later we gave
the same three
cards, of different
colours, to every-
one. Then we
collected the
cards to make a
display of the
commitments that
the adults had
made with the
children and
young people of
Nicaragua.

Did the adults take us seriously?

We think they did, because they gave us the
opportunity to do our presentation, and the
adults were paying attention when we made
the presentation. Even the Minister for the
Family took us into account, because she
accepted the three cards and answered our
questions. Also our parents let us participate in
the workshops and go to Managua. Although
the people at the conference in Managua took
us seriously, we realise that the problem of
violence continues in Santa Martha. There’s a
lot of work still to do to eliminate violence in
Santa Martha.

How did we feel when it was all over? Axel
Happy because of all the new things we saw  [RRZ47424
and all the things we learnt, and because we Nestor
had contributed to the reduction of violence. Osiris

Sad because it was over and we weren't Junior
going to meet again. Jorling
Our message to other children and Arlen
young people who want to be Brenda
consultants: Scarfeth
They should join the groups that CESESMA B"e/?da Yadira
runs. They should speak out about those Ervip

who violate their rights. Tell the truth and Jossabeth
don't be scared.
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