
Toolkit for Children 
and Young People’s 
Participation in Advocacy



This Toolkit was commissioned by SOS Children’s 

Villages International, and researched and writ-

and advisory roles within SOS Children’s Villages 

International, including Claudia Arisi (project ma-

nager), Almandina Guma, Chathuri Jayasooriya, 

Gabriella Rask and Arianna Tripodi.

Acknowledgements

Special thanks to the over 300 children and 

SOS Children’s Villages International Youth Coali-

the world, who kindly took part in a global con-

sultation contributing to shape this Toolkit. Their 

views have been essential to ensure the Toolkit 

young people with care experience and responds 

© Toolkit by 

SOS Children’s Villages International 

Brigittenauer Lände 50–54

Content can be reproduced 

mentioning the source.

www.sos-childrensvillages.org 

Toolkit for Children and 
Young People’s Participation 
in Advocacy

2



Using this Toolkit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

1. Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

 1.1 What is advocacy? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

2. Conditions for quality participation in advocacy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3. Advocacy methods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

 3.1 An overview . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

4. Assessing an advocacy opportunity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

 4.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

5. Preparation and planning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 5.1 Drawing up an action plan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 5.4 Building children and young people’s capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

6. Communicating with children and young people  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 6.1 Listening to children and young people . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 6.4 Representation and delegation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

7. Keeping children and young people safe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

 7.3 Risk assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 7.7 When children and young people go public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

8. International and long-distance advocacy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

 8.4 Logistics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36

9. Monitoring, evaluation, accountability and follow-up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

 9.3 Introduction to Monitoring and Evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

 9.5 Evaluating QUALITY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

 9.6 Evaluating OUTCOMES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40

References  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Online Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

Contents

3



A young person from an SOS Children’s Villages programme 

in Colombia painted her hands for international Red Hand 

Day. Each year on 12 February, children from around the 

world participate in awareness raising activities to end the 

and armed groups.
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Using this Toolkit

1

This Toolkit is intended as a practical resource 

for SOS Children’s Villages’ co-workers, inclu-

ding management at all levels, to contribute to 

continuous improvement of both practice and 

outcomes in supporting and facilitating advo-

cacy activities by children and young people. It 

-

ren and young people’s advocacy, because it  

children and young people with care experience 

(i.e. who live or have lived in alternative care out-

side their family of origin).

To ensure the relevance and “realness” of this 

Toolkit, the development process included an 

international consultation with children and 

young people, as well as co-workers, belonging 

to the wider SOS Children’s Villages Federation 

in 20 countries across four continents.

All the feedback from this consultation has been 

studied, taken on board and “given due weight” 

in the drafting of the Toolkit. Some of the wise 

words of the children and young people who 

contributed are also shared, with respect for 

their privacy, throughout the text.

The Toolkit has been designed to complement 

guidance in the 2020 SOS Children’s Villages  

Youth Participation User Guide1, and the Youth 

Development User Guide2, and builds on  

globally recognised standards of quality and  

 safeguarding in child and youth participation.

to other resources in footnotes. Internet links to 

these are provided along with additional resour-

ces at the end.
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1.1 What is advocacy?

 

 

involving children and young people in the  

  Advocacy at all levels: 

   

 

local community-level advocacy, district,  

national or regional level, all the way to the  

international level.

  Advocacy for many objectives:

  

improving policy and practice in public  

 

human rights and more.

by children and young people, whether on their 

-

closely involved as guides and collaborators, or, 

where children and young people take the lead, 

Introduction

 

care, can now be raised, heard, valued and acted 

on in decision-making.

 

role to play in supporting advocacy by and 

with children and young people living in  

alternative care settings, those leaving care, and 

 

their personal history.
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1.2 Why engage children and 
young people in advocacy?

 -  teamwork, sharing, problem-solving and 

 

 -  understanding the social issues underlying 

the advocacy activity.

and change-makers in their own lives and 

more widely.

  Children and young people recognising 

their rights and support others in doing so, 

and as active citizens with a positive role to 

play in their community.

  All the above combine to generate empower-

ment, which serves children and young people  

throughout their lives, as young people now 

 

valuable to children and young people with 

care experience, who cannot count on  

  Empowerment enables children and young 

and avoiding or dealing with risks, speaking up 

about abuse or mistreatment, seeking support 

  Children and young people skilled in dia-

conversations with parents and caregivers, 

leading to a more responsive parenting style 

based on mutual respect and understanding, 

As experts on their own lives, young people must 

be empowered to participate in all matters that 

-

attitudes and understanding, leading to progres-

sive social change.

and young people

  Children and young people can develop new 

knowledge and skills through the preparation 

and capacity-building stages, which are then 

in action. 

7



policies and practices 

  Through advocacy, children and young people 

can bring about improvements in programme  

design and implementation, leading to  

programmes and practices which better  

respond to their needs and local context. 

This is particularly important to children and 

young people in alternative care settings, 

development, changing the overall direction 

better serve the needs and respect the rights 

particularly important to ensure justice and 

  Improved policies and practices mean better 

  Advocacy makes organisations and  

authorities more accountable to those they 

serve, both directly and indirectly. Directly,  

through advocacy children and young  

people hold those in power accountable 

 

 

where advocacy by children and young  

 

decision-makers are kept permanently  

aware that they will be held accountable  

wider society

  Advocacy by children and young people over 

their rights.

  Advocacy by children and young people 

countries about problems associated with 

children’s rights.

  Advocacy by children and young people puts 

pressure on decision-makers to improve me-

society (or to create new mechanisms where 

these do not exist).

  In particular, advocacy by children and young 

people with care experience helps to combat 

stigma and stereotypes, and so contributes 

SOS Children’s Villages International advocates  

 

people who have lost, or risk losing, parental 

brings to light the real issues in their lives that  

policymakers should prioritise to improve child 

care and protection policies and services. It 

also helps children and young people with care  

change in their own lives and communities.

8



Achievement

 

sexual harassment in schools.

 

        Strengthened local authority response  

to corporal punishments in schools.

girls and boys played together.

        Sharing authority with adults develops  

 

and leadership.

speaking stress management, engaging in 

dialogue and raising issues.

        Children report that showcasing a valuable 

contribution to the community in this way has 

Case Study 1: Benin 

Working in partnership 
with young people to 
advocate for their rights
(2007-Ongoing)

Action

        Child participation bodies called ecutive 

have been set up where children and young 

people elect their own representatives 

among their peers in SOS Children’s Villages 

          ECCs are consulted over what concerns  

children and young people in the programmes.  

 

employability initiatives, inputs to concept 

corporal punishment, sexual harassment in 

        Every Children’s Council has an annual bud-

get to conduct an advocacy project under 

         The Children’s Councils are consulted by 
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2.1 Principles to ensure 
children and young people‘s 
right to participate

Principle 1: 
Participation is every child’s right

3

Principle 2: 
There is no lower age limit

clear that the right to speak out and be heard 

with very young children know that even the  

Our task is to be creative and committed, so 

properly heard and respected.

Principle 3: 
Safeguarding must never 
trump the right to participate

in Chapter 7 below). However, we must never use 

silence their voices. 

When children or young people wish to speak out 

on an issue that concerns them, and we can see 

the children silent, but rather to deal with those 

be heard.

Conditions for quality participation 
in advocacy

young people expressing their views on  

 

undertaking advocacy, they are exercising this 
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Principle 4: 
“Tradition” and “culture” are never 
valid reasons for silencing children 
and young people 

 

especially girls, being ignored or devalued. It is 

world there are children and young people who 

people’s right to participate in advocacy and  

 

respected and supported, which may inclu-

de challenging the old ways that have hitherto  

silenced them.

Principle 5: 
Avoid manipulation

  Challenge manipulative behaviour in a  

constructive way that helps people change.

Principle 6: 
Nothing about us without us

Decisions about children and young people in 

care, or with care experience, should never be 

children and young people being heard and taken 

Principle 7: Being in care is not the  
only thing about us

When a child or young person is in care or has 

care experience, we must not let that become a 

– though sometimes an important one. Children 

and young people in care have the right to speak 

out, participate and advocate on all issues that 

concern them, not just those that hinge on their 

care experience.

2.2 Nine essential requirements 

With their greater experience, power and  

access to resources, adults can structure 

and manage advocacy activities in pursuit 

 

steering debates so that children and young 

people agree with the adult’s opinion, choosing  

children and young people to participate who  

will say what the adults want to hear, ignoring 

contradictory views and selecting only the 

 

prevent manipulation and ensure children and 

young people’s genuine voices are heard in  

 

  Monitor our own practice to ensure we never 

4. Though 

they are especially important in supporting and 

accompanying advocacy as explained here.
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Requirement 1: 
Participation is transparent 
and informative 

Children and young people must be given  

 

 

 

participate, why they have been given this  

and its potential impact.

Requirement 2: 
Participation is voluntary

Children and young people must be able  

to choose whether or not they would like to  

participate in an advocacy activity, and should 

They must not be coerced into participating or 

expressing their views.

Requirement 3: 
Participation is respectful 

Children and young people should be treated 

with respect and provided with opportunities to 

Requirement 4: 
Participation is relevant

Advocacy should build on children and young 

on issues that are relevant to their lives and  

interests.

Requirement 5: 
Participation is child-friendly

 

ages and abilities, should be used to ensure that 

children and young people are well prepared  

 

Requirement 6: 
Participation is inclusive

Advocacy initiatives must provide opportunities 

involved and should challenge existing patterns 

Requirement 7: 
Participation is supported by 
training for adults

 

participation in advocacy. This may involve  

training and preparation prior to the activities.

Requirement 8: 
Participation is safe and 
sensitive to risk

Adults working with children and young  

 

 

and exploitation and any other negative  

Requirement 9: 
Participation is accountable

-

-

back that clearly explains how their input has been  

5.

2.3 Putting it into practice

 

activities by and with children and young people.  

 

planning an advocacy activity. However, there are 

some common steps involved in supporting an 

advocacy initiative, which are outlined in a simple 

roadmap in this Toolkit. The roadmap can be used 

12



3

4 -

5

advocacy activities endorsed by SOS Children’s Villages is 

Guide].

 

 

 

engage children and young people in the various 

steps, and as early as possible in the advocacy  

 

(see also section 4).

Start from an idea…

Situation Assessment 

Leading to a decision on whether to pursue the initiative and how 

Advocacy in Action 

Evaluation and Follow-up

  Monitoring and Evaluation (9.3-9.6)

  Follow-up action (9.7)

Draw up an action plan

   Who, what, when, accountability (5.1)

Planning and preparation 

   Risk assessment (7.3) 

 - Building children and young people’s capacity (5.4)

Children and young 

people’s own initiative? 

Organisational or 

(3.3)

Invitation from an outside 

agency or inter-agency 

collaboration? (3.3)

13



Investigations and 
recommendations for change

 

undertaking surveys or consultations, or 

carrying out their own research, reporting 

 

those in power.

 

working groups to develop recommenda-

tions, proposals and policy inputs over time. 

   Top Tip:  

people but 100% credible and valid.

3.1 An overview

 

community, to regional and international level. 

most widely-used approaches, and one or two 

and support them, with links to more detailed  

Advocacy methods

Public policy dialogue and lobbying

other events.

-

ans and authorities.

   Top Tip: This needs children and young  

 

Traditional media

        Using traditional media (newspapers, radio and 

and programme-makers interested, getting in 

the news, or making your own.

      Top Tip: Children and young people can make 

their own radio programmes.

        Messages on T-shirts, caps, bags and other 

items used by children and young people (and 

with a group and build solidarity.

   Top Tip: Let children and young people do the 

14



Raising issues through 
complaints mechanisms

        Making a complaint about a rights violation to 

-

        Making a complaint about a rights violation  

 

   Top Tip: Get to know your national Commissioner  

or Ombudsman andbuild a strong partnership 

Reporting to the United Nations

        Engaging with other national  organisations to  

 

Child Rights Connect in Geneva or other channels.

   Top Tip: 

engage with advocacy processes in good time.

Online media

 

Instagram, TikTok and other social media 

 

by children and young people are constantly 

changing).

 

videos or creative videos that tell a story.  

and promote videos.

    Online publishing, creating a website or a blog.

   Top Tip:  

is too late. Teach children how to keep  

 

that children and young people understand new 

media better than we do. 

On the streets

     Marches, demonstrations (can be enhanced  

dragons etc.)

     Sit-ins, protests and non-violent direct action 

   Top Tip: 

 

under CRC Article 15. Don’t deny them, or let 

Creative arts

 

 

online.

   Top Tip: Children’s creative work presented 

to the right audience at the right moment can 

15



3.3 Advocacy actions: Respon-
ding to opportunities that arise

-

people’s own initiative, we can still maximise the 

positive advocacy potential in responding to 

such opportunities. Advocacy opportunities can 

Consultations:
Invitations to participate in consultations being 

carried out by government and other national and 

international agencies.

Invitations to events: 
SOS children’s Villages commonly receives  

 

people to attend and participate in national and 

working groups or discussion days. 

NGO collaborations and partnerships:

Participating in coalitions, peer net-
works and shared activities:

 

 

their ideas and planning actions together, they can 

achieve greater impact.

All such invitations should be welcomed, as all 

show in some way that the children and young 

people and their views are valued. Analyse the  

 

Chapter 4), involving children and young  

 

response. There will be costs, but, provided the 

 

 

 

Spanish it is known as “protagonismo”. 

At SOS Children’s Villages, these initiatives are  

taken on board and supported through yearly  

plans and multi-year projects or campaigns,  

where children and young people can participate 

children and young people want to take the lead 

and pursue their own advocacy actions, our role as 

and support, while at other moments the children 

and young people may need us to take a more  

 

include IT and internet resources, paper and 

 

  Arranging access to adult decision-makers, 

risks to ensure children and young people are 

3.2 Advocacy actions: 
Children and young people 
creating opportunities 
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        Through the reporting, the government  

received recommendations on what needs 

to be done to ensure children’s rights are  

respected in Albania.

children.

play, Roma rights, poverty and child abuse.

Case Study 2: Albania 

Children and young people 
participate in reporting to the 
United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of the Child

Action

        Children and young people with care  

experience, supported by SOS Children’s  

 

organisations to work together on a report 

rights in Albania.

-

children’s rights in their country, then to write 

Achievement

come together, learn about the reporting pro-

cess, and be supported in developing their 

own report.

        The group selected representatives to  

present their report in person to the United 

in Geneva, so the Committee members heard 

young people involved. 

17



4.1 Introduction 

 

the children and young people’s own initiative, 

deciding on action. Whenever possible, children 

and young people can be involved in this initial 

assessment and the resulting decision-making. 

 Tool 1: 

is a table to help with ensuring children and 

young people’s participation in the initial  

assessment.

 Tool 2: 

 

4.2 Tools for initial situation 
assessment

 Tool 1: Involving children and young people in  

initial assessment 

 

children and young people in your initial situation 

 

 

the reason in the right-hand column.

Tool 2: 

Situation assessment check-lists 

positive outcome that can be achieved, even when 

 

 

children and young people to build on this.

 

(include personal growth, learning and empow-

 

 

and young people’s rights will be claimed,  

practices.

Assessing an advocacy opportunity

18



Element of initial 
assessment

Children and 

young people 
not involved

Children and 

young people 
consulted

Joint assess-
ment with 

children and 
young people

Children and 
young people 

do their own 
assessment

Reason 

Assessing costs

Assessing commitment

Assessing children and young 
people’s support needs 

and support needs

Risks, barriers and 

mitigation measures

material resources needed

Assessing costs

   Resourcing preparation activities, including 

 

 

     Travel costs, including pre-travel bureaucracy,  

and ethical practice.

 

 

Assessing commitment

and young people in taking this opportunity.

     How many children and young people are  

interested?

institutional leadership to back the initiative 

and give green light to resourcing it.

19



Assessing children and young 
people’s support needs 

   What support will children and young people  

 

 

 

   Will additional resources be needed to  

ensure the opportunity is accessible to all  

without access to computers and internet to 

 

 

activities is needed? As with all preparation  

will mean speeding up the preparations, as-

 

and support needs

   Does our team have capacity to provide the 

support that children and young people need?

capacity-building to be better able to support 

this initiative?

     How can this additional capacity-building be 

 

 

outside expertise?

Risks, barriers and 
mitigation measures

   What are the potential risks or barriers 

 -    cultural issues, 

 -  anxiety, 

 -    emotional impact, 

 

 -    negative attitudes,

people),

 

guarding aspects,

 -   organisational constraints.

   What mitigation measures can help 

overcome barriers and minimise risks? (see 

also section 7.3 on risk assessment).

 
material resources needed

 

and meeting spaces, IT systems and  

networks, a management structure to over-

see and hold accountability, an accounting 

access to legal advice, etc.).

 

date, can this be done in time and  

 

youth participation? 

 

     Material resources.

    Financial resources.

 

to access them?
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        The children’s proposals were incorporated 

Indonesia. 

        Based on the children’s advocacy, their ideas 

have also been incorporated into the Indo-

-

The children organised a webinar and made a 

        Children gain increased competence and 

right issues.

Case Study 3: Indonesia 

Action

        SOS Children’s Villages Indonesia is leading 

-

cilitating a child-led campaign to promote 

children’s advocacy on responses to the CO-

VID-19 pandemic.

due to the pandemic, and proposed solutions 

based on their experiences and perspecti-

ves.

Achievement

        Children are already involved in coordinating 

the campaign, and the intention is to hand 

over more responsibilities until eventually 

children lead the whole campaign.

        The participating children were invited to dis-

where they presented the issues related to 

child rights during the pandemic and their 

-

Child-led campaign 
on responses to COVID-19
(2020-Ongoing)
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5.1 Drawing up an action plan

Once you have done the initial assessment and 

to plan the activity step by step. The action plan 

each task. The person responsible is not  

necessarily the person who has to do the 

task, but the person who has to make sure it 

is done on time.

 

involved, putting this in motion needs to be 

work-load.

5.2 Identifying participants 
in the advocacy activity

Preparation and planning

Most advocacy activities involve a selected 

 

 

number can be selected, many others will be  

excluded. There are many criteria that can be 

 

 

 

might be used. A good approach is to consider  

each one and choose those that are most  
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  Age range: 

  Are there age limits? Who has set them? Are 

  Interest and enthusiasm:

  -

 

can distinguish those who are genuinely  

  Informed consent:

  Can the child or young person get the neces-

 

  Gender balance:

  

-

nities to participate.

  Previous experience:

  

people with previous advocacy experience? Is it 

important to give opportunities to those who do 

not have previous experience? What is the right 

 

  What steps can you take to encourage and 

young people with disabilities? To what ex-

tent is positive action needed to achieve this? 

 a)  Do children and young people with  

disabilities know about this opportunity?  

 b)  Do children and young people with disabi-

their support needs will be met and they will 

  Representativeness:

   

 

marginalised, ignored or excluded will vary 

according to your local context. In your  

 

national groups?

 - Indigenous children and young people?

 -  Both rural and urban children and young 

people?

 -  Children and young people in care or with 

care experience? (This is a theme running 

throughout this toolkit, but is included again 

 

your context)?

 

or nomadic groups?

 -  Working children and young people?

 

There may be other groups in your community 

  Elected delegates:

  In some circumstances, it may be a good 

young people elect their own representatives 

who they can send as delegates to advocate 

situation to have children and young people 

elect their own delegates? (See also 6.4 on 

Representation and Delegation)

Whatever selection criteria you choose, the  

important thing is that they are transparent and 

everyone knows what they are. Only by establishing 
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5.3 Identifying and 
preparing supporting/
accompanying adults

5.4 Building children and young 
people’s capacity

Care is needed in selecting and preparing the 

children and young people during an advocacy 

activity.

 

 

residence. 

  Adults in leading roles must have a good level 

-

on a suitable capacity-building programme 

-

User Guide6.

  Adults with less experience may be involved 

in supporting roles, under the supervision 

adults learn through experience the practice 

 

into account the relevant guidelines on  

child or young person must be accompanied 

by an assigned adult they know and trust (see 

7.4).

 

person.

 

activities to help the participating children and young 

discuss with them what they need to do to ensure 

they are advocating around (see 6.3).

speaking, giving media interviews etc.

theatre, exhibitions etc.

to cover the necessary topics in good time (see 

 

well-prepared, but consider also the empowering 

mentoring.

5.5 Risk assessment 
and safeguarding

The preparation stage is the time to lay the ground-

6
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Case Study 4: Nicaragua 

Red Megajoven 
(Mega-Youth Network)
(2018-Ongoing)

Action

-

 

63 girls and 40 boys, and elects its own  

leaders.

training and cultural activities.

        The young people plan and carry out  

all activities themselves, with adult  

support when needed. Each group develops,  

action plan.

 

Sustainable Development Goals.

Achievement

        Red Megajoven organised the celebration 

-

tional television.

        The network’s activities promote the  

communication, interpersonal relationships 

and democratic leadership.

        Members recognise themselves as rights-

esteem.

        Developing the network has created a  

 

 

responsibility and making decisions.
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6.1 Listening to children 
and young people have other ways to express what they are 

sign communication, written and artistic  

expression. Facilitators should be sensitive 

and responsive to this.

6.2. Voluntary participation 
and informed consent

 

 

 

child or young person must give their  

 

participants must be given honest and  

 

 

 

expected to give, over how long? Will this 

mean missing out on other opportunities?

Communicating with children 
and young people

 

activities should practice active listening. 

Consider building this into your preparation 

and capacity-building phase.

  It is also important to create spaces where  

things to say, but being urged to speak can 

 

  It is also important to be sensitive in getting 

more outspoken children and young people 
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Are they agreeing to participate on the  

 

adventure, learning and empowerment?  

 

compensation, or even payment?

 -  What has already been decided by adults, 

 

 

event)?

 -  Their right to change their mind and decide 

not to participate at any stage.

 -  Any risks that the adults in charge are  

 

 

guardians may also be needed, but this 

 

guardians cannot give consent to participate in  

young person.

  A child or young person can withdraw  

consent and decide not to participate in 

 

 

 

to return them to their home. 

an advocacy activity as a team, it is worth  

teamwork and solidarity, so they are aware 

they wish).

6.3 Helping children and young 
people become well-informed

  Children and young people should never be 

 

advocacy activity, they are expected to  

discuss issues they know little or nothing 

 

issues beyond the children and young 

people’s everyday experience, then helping 

 

activity (Chapter 5).

  Involve children and young people in  

designing active and participatory learning  

activities adapted to their age and  

role-plays, representing ideas visually on 

posters, banners etc.

 
7. Though it is  

about the issue.

 

 

people, avoid a lecturing approach, and share 
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Spanish, French, Arabic, Russian, and  

children and young people about the  

pride and dignity.

6.4 Representation 
and delegation

 

people have to be selected to participate in 

 

in Chapter 5. In these situations, where children 

and young people are charged with speaking on  

them their role as representatives.

 

 

children and young people may have come 

together to agree a message, a proposal or a 

and putting it to those in power (they may be 

described as a mandated delegate).

  In other cases, it is understood that the  

chosen representatives are expected to use 

their own initiative to engage in dialogue and 

debate, but always with the best interests 

 

concern (an autonomous representative).

 

the children and young people involved, it is  

important to discuss these ideas with them, and 

those that they represent.

6.5. Talking about safety and 
keeping ourselves safe

7

-

Adults supporting children and young people  

in advocacy must take time to discuss  

 

explored in more detail in Chapter 7.
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Case Study 5: Malawi 

Celebration of 
the Day of the African Child
(2018)

Achievement

particular.

        All actors, including government depart-

        Media practitioners were trained on contem-

porary reporting on children issues and pro-

moting child rights through media.

 

participation by children and young people at 

national level.

to make children’s rights a reality.

and the private sector work together to  

create a society that values children and  

works to ensure our development and  

 

youth representative)

Action

-

 

Family in Malawi, Save the Children, World 

 

Malawi and partners.

        Moderated by Dessio, a programme  

participant representing SOS Children’s 

Villages’ Blantyre Family Strengthening  

SOS Children’s Villages Malawi (including 

 

 

child rights organisations. 
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7.1 Safeguarding policies
 

Every organisation working with children, in 

any country or setting, should have a child  
8 policy (in some places this may be 

 

  Made known to ALL relevant stakeholders. 

 

  Backed by practical implementation guide-

  Backed by awareness-raising and capacity-

SOS Children’s Villages has a global Child  

 

Business”,9

All those who work with children must be aware  

 

responsibilities. This is usually achieved through 

 

by SOS Children’s Villages as prescribed by the 

However, when an advocacy activity is being  

 

 

such as chaperoning or online protection, and 

 

preparation phase.

7.3 Risk assessment

Guide10

children or young people in any participation  

activity, to conduct an appropriate risk assess-

to mitigate them. This is an important stage in the 

Risk Assessment guide11 provides a reliable, but  

through the risk assessment process. 

Keeping children and 
young people safe
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7.4 Safety away from home 

When children and young people take part in  

advocacy at the international level, they might 

visiting a new city, a new country (Chapter 8), or 

just meeting new people.

When supporting or accompanying children and 

situations, all the normal standards and practices 

still apply, and must be interpreted and acted on 

in a sensitive yet decisive way.

  Ensuring that children learn how to keep 

-

-

 

 

 

accompanying adults – also known as  

chaperoning).

  When children and young people are  

 

underpinning principle that must be  

 

they too may need additional training and  

  It is particularly important that children and 

young people have an assigned trusted adult 

happens.

 

 

assigned trusted adult, even though they 

hope they will never have call to exercise it. 

This should include training on how to hand-

le situations where a child or young person 

-

se. The trusted adult has a duty to respect 

 

person, and also a duty to report their con-

cerns to the competent authority. Managing  

 

challenging.

 

  Despite pre-travel preparation, accompany- 

ing adults will need to be constantly vigilant,  

what they have learnt, and making sure they 

This is especially important when children 

and young people are excited, distracted, 

overawed or exhausted by their experience.
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7.5 Online safety
 

Children and young people are increasingly in-

volved in advocacy by social media or on virtual 

and new or updated guidance appears regularly. 

Besides everyday internet and social media use, 

in the modern age, advocacy may involve children 

and young people participating in online meetings,  

guidance on keeping children and young people 

Advice to supporting or accompanying adults 

includes:

  Help young people prepare, including what 

 

behaves in an inappropriate way.

  Remain present and available to them during 

any live online event.

person and parent or guardian) include  

activity.

 

sure that both children and young peop-

 

 

internet, and that once it is up there, they have  

no way to control its circulation or who has 

access to it.

  Consider the background that will be 

seen behind a young speaker. It should be  

authentic and appropriate, and must not  

  Agree with the child or young person in  

is agreed.

7.6 Use of images for publicity 
and media coverage

young people actively engaged in advocacy  

 

Video is also increasingly used as an advocacy 

tool, whether this means videos made by children 

them by others.

with the children and young people themselves 

and their parents or guardians the potential to use 

campaign, and agree guidelines on how these will 

Some points to consider are:

 

 

conditions, and also make it clear that the 

child or young person has the right to opt out 

  Decide with children and young people how 

to the group or to the organisation.

  Choose photographs, which show children 

and young people taking an active role in 

advocacy. Avoid photographs showing them 

-

nally serve a valid purpose.

  Involve the children and young people in  

 

reports or media messages. Agree together 
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doesn’t want used.

  Help children and young people to make in-

programmes, will be used in captions. 

7.7 When children and young 
people go public

  In such situations, young advocates are  

 

 

 

trusted adult should always be close by to  

 

  Though young advocates may welcome 

intrusive media attention.

  They should have access to psycho-social 

support, as besides pressure, stress and 

hate campaigns on social media.

risks must be assessed and mitigating  

measures taken (Malala was nearly killed  

emphatically applies.

It is generally advisable to protect the privacy  

 

time a young advocate emerges who is readily  

local, national or international level. For example, 

Here are some points to consider when 

supporting a young advocate who is 

publicly known:

 

-

on about them is public and what is private.  

 

about themselves public.

8 -

ensure that its co-workers, operations, and programmes do 

and that any concerns the organisation has about children’s 

they work in are reported to the appropriate authorities.
9  

10   

Guide.
11   

Assessment.

Speakers During Online Meetings with Adults.
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8.1 Planning ahead

From time to time children and young people are 

invited to participate in international advocacy  

activities in other countries and other continents. 

 

 

international advocacy. It is time-consuming and 

 

 

 

impact, it is worth planning ahead to make the  

 

with travelling, but note that international  

activities are increasingly organised as virtual 

need to travel, which is covered in 7.5 above).

8.2 Administrative arrangements

It can take several months to complete all the 

administrative arrangements needed to enable a 

child or young person to travel to an international 

-

comes in the international arena. Administrative 

  Consent of parents or legal guardians:  

country, and legal advice may be needed on 

whether one or both biological parents need to 

be contacted and give consent. This may need 

 

 

can be addressed and surmounted with good 

planning.

  Passport: Depending on the country, appli-

 

the planned travel) a positive outcome is likely. 

  Visas: 

country where the event is to take place. This  

an additional visa is needed to transit through  

a third country (e.g. USA), and this may be  

important in planning the travel itinerary. Some 

 

to leave their home country. It is important to 

start addressing these issues some months  

 

Some 

vaccination, though this may depend on where 

researched in advance, as in remote locations 

available in local health centres.

  Insurance: Make sure you check whether 

the host organisation and the supporting  

organisation have policies regarding travel 

 

International and 
long-distance advocacy 
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insurance, which need to be checked and 

complied with. SOS Children’s Village’s  

on the regulations in each country, so it is  

  Emergency contacts: These can include 

 

 

visited such as the hosting organisation and 

an embassy or consulate.

8.3 If a child or young person is 
unable to travel

It is important to acknowledge the possibility  

 

or young person may not be able to travel. In such 

  This may come as a great disappointment to 

the young person. It needs to be communi-

cated sensitively, and the young person sup-

ported as they process and react to it.

  

example, the young person could be invited  

to participate in the event via a virtual commu-

which can be shared at the live event.

  Occasionally, organisations opt to send a  

substitute, usually a young person who has 

has a passport, visa, parents’ consent etc.  

However, this strategy is problematic, as it 

young people” who are seen to get all the  

opportunities.

8.4 Logistics

 

national travel with children and young people is 

also time-consuming and expensive, although 

there is not so much to go wrong. Logistical  

  Travel: 

 

  Accommodation: Usually the host organisa-

tion in the destination country will be the best 

special needs: 

at the preparation needed to ensure that 

children and young people with disabilities  

can participate in advocacy activities with 

 

carried through into the logistical planning 

 

support systems needed are in place. 

  Out-of-pocket expenses while away from 

home (for both children and young people 

optional activities and entertainment besides 

the main advocacy event, and the possibility 

 

 

whether children and young people will be  

encouraged to bring and spend their own  

 

provided with an appropriate spending 

money allowance. 

8.5 Preparing for long-distance/
international travel 

Embracing diversity

 

 

 

with the children and young people (see 5.4  

 

 

adults need to be on hand in case they need help 

to adjust.
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Staying safe

The guidance on keeping children and young 

back there, the greater is the responsibility on 

the accompanying adult to deal sensitively and 

incidents, and emotional upsets.

Knowing they are supported

 

 

8.6 Guidelines for accompanying 
adults

Adults accompanying children and young  

known as chaperones. Generally, a chaperone 

will also be the assigned trusted adult that each 

something happens on the journey (see 7.4).13

activity (see 5.3). Issues to consider in selecting 

   

people travelling (consult your local country 

  Gender balance in relation to the children and 

young people travelling.

  Accompanying adults must hold relevant 

   

accompanying adults may include some less 

more experienced colleagues, but there must 

always be highly experienced chaperones in 

charge).

  Language and communications skills that are 

necessary during the journey and the stay 

abroad.

A chaperone’s overriding responsibility is to keep 

  Before travel: 

and young people, liaising with parents or  

  While travelling: 

at airports, on aeroplanes, managing travel 

tickets, passports etc., arranging meals and 

snacks, relieving boredom.

 

  At hotels or lodgings: 

balancing this with allowing children and 

young people to enjoy their new surroun-

including sleeping and mealtimes, reporting 

back to home base.

  At an event: -

munication (which may involve translating, 

children and young people in carrying out 

 

maximum impact.

 

  During sightseeing or informal activities: 

the group together and getting everyone 

back to their lodgings.

13

protecting children and young people as their primary res-
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Achievement

active role in organising the event, and during 

the event as emcees and speakers.

 

came together to develop the International  

Care Leavers’ Declaration, which was  

presented during the convention.

        Adult participants declared that they were 

young people, and the lived experiences that 

they shared. 

 

the convention were presented to poli-

 

        Care Leavers were empowered to advocate, 

 

 

making globally.

        The International Care Leavers’ Declaration 

 

leavers around the world.

Case Study 6: International

Action

-

countries across 6 continents.

        The convention took place on an online  

space care leavers, policymakers and  

service providers to discuss leaving care and  

         SOS Children’s Villages played a leading role 

in organising the event, including pre-events 

 

International 
Care Leavers’ Convention
(2020)
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exception. Adults involved in this work should 

  What worked well, and why did it work well?

  What didn’t work so well, and how could it 

have been made to work better?

can also be done individually.

 

workers looking at themselves and their own 

activities with children and young people as  

discussed below.

 

9.2 Accountability to children 
and young people

 

accountable

hold themselves accountable to the children and 

the children and young people must receive  

feedback

  Timely

  The children and young people must hear 

has passed and they have lost interest, or 

worse, become disillusioned.

  Appropriate

   

language appropriate to the children and 

 

 

can clearly understand how their work has  

to children and young people must be covered in 

 

-

ting outcomes to children and young people and 

9.3 Introduction to Monitoring 
and Evaluation

 

working with children and young people.

Monitoring, evaluation, 
accountability and follow-up
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  Monitoring

 

“What’s going on?” in a project or process. 

on the activities carried out, the people who  

participate in them, the resources used and 

the outcomes observed.

  Evaluation 

produced by “monitoring” in order to make 

 

 

and evaluation are now widely recognised as 

 

people in monitoring and evaluating the projects in 

which they participate. 

Children 

are not 
involved

Consultation 

(by adults)

Collaboration Child-led 

participation

Which children  

and young people 
are participating, 
and how many?

Situation 
analysis

Children and young 

their views. 

Children and young 
people are involved 

problems are.

Children and young 
people undertake 
their own research 

with other children 

concern.

planning
the issues raised by 

children and young 
people.

Children and young 
people are involved in 
project planning.

Children and young 
people decide on ac-
tions to take and plan 

them themselves.

Implementation Children and young 
people are invited 

to take part in some 
activities.

Children and young 
people work with 

adults to carry out 

activities.

Children and young 
people organise and 

activities.

Monitoring

and 
evaluation

Children and young 

they think the activity 
or project has been 

Children and young 

people work with 
adults to evaluate the 
programme.

Children and young 

people evaluate the 
programme accor-
ding to their own 

criteria.

Dissemination 
and 

Children and young 
people are invited to 

comment on the re-

or make suggestions 

Children and young 
people and adults 

together consider the 
-

luation and develop 

Children and young 
people develop their 

own proposals and 
present these to 
adults.

 

 

 

 

involve children and young people in three  
14 or  

Scope, Quality and  

Outcomes.15

9.4 Evaluating SCOPE

 

people (and how many) were involved, and how 

using this simple table, or adapting it to suit a 
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9.5 Evaluating QUALITY

 

 

 

 

 

children and young people to help them  

have participated in. 

9.6 Evaluating OUTCOMES

 

  

   

  

  -

jects at local or national level. 

What has been achieved through 

children and young people’s advocacy?

 

1.  

been achieved.

  

outcomes (either positive or negative) and 

9.7 What if nothing changes?

When children and young people take part in  

an advocacy project that does not achieve the 

desired change, it is important to talk about 

emerge. Adults supporting children and young 

 

 

  

original advocacy so they themselves can 

plan the appropriate next steps.

  

 -  Writing to the decision-makers in  

why nothing has been done.

 

attention (traditional media, online media or 

 -  Researching the current situation and  

 

power.

 

power-base (Government Ministry, Town 

14

15  An additional recommended resource with guidance 
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Achievement

with care experience, like Rodrigo, was recog-

nised by world leaders, who spontaneously 

applauded Rodrigo’s speech.

        Rodrigo represented more than 1,000  

children and young people who took part 

in the process supported by the Global  

-

ges is a member.

 

 

Development Goals (SDGs) relating to 

children’s care and well-being.

collaborating to meet SDG targets, based 

on the global development agenda that  

children and young people like Rodrigo  

helped to create.

 

with care experience to speak out and  

level.

Case Study 7: International

Action

 

International, which aimed to ensure the 

 

 

 

Sustainable Development.

        SOS Children’s Villages worked with  

children and young people in many countries 

to gather their views and perspectives.

to present the children and young people’s 

views to world leaders at the event Children 

post-2015 development agenda
(2015)
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